HOUSE BILL REPORT
HB 2861

As Reported by House Committee On:
Judiciary

Title: An act relating to state certified court reporters.

Brief Description: Adding state certified court reporters to the list of persons authorized to
administer oaths and affirmations.

Sponsors: Representatives Rodne, Pedersen and Wallace.
Brief History:

Committee Activity:
Judiciary: 1/28/10, 2/1/10 [DP].

Brief Summary of Bill

* Authorizes state-certified court reporters to administer oaths and affirmations
and take testimony.

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY

Majority Report: Do pass. Signed by 9 members: Representatives Pedersen, Chair;
Goodman, Vice Chair; Rodne, Ranking Minority Member; Shea, Assistant Ranking Minority
Member; Kelley, Kirby, Ormsby, Roberts and Ross.

Staff: Edie Adams (786-7180).
Background:

A court reporter is a person whose occupation is to make a verbatim written record of spoken
or recorded speech. Court reporters are used to document the official record and produce
official transcripts of court proceedings, administrative hearings, depositions, and other
proceedings.

Court reporters are required to be certified in order to operate in Washington. The
Department of Licensing is responsible for the certification and regulation of court reporters,
including regulating the standards of professional practice for court reporters and
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requirements for transcript preparation. To be certified in Washington, a court reporter must
meet certain standards and either: pass the state certification examination; or have a
certification or registration designation from the National Court Reporters Association or the
National Stenomask Verbatim Reporters Association.

Court reporters often have to administer oaths or affirmations, e.g., when documenting the
record for a deposition taken in connection with a court proceeding. Court reporters,
however, are not currently included in a state statute that designates who is authorized to
administer oaths and affirmations and take testimony. Under this statute, persons authorized
to administer oaths and affirmations and take testimony are: a judge, a clerk of the court, or a
notary public.

Summary of Bill:

State-certified court reporters are authorized to administer oaths and affirmations and take
testimony in actions or proceedings.

Appropriation: None.
Fiscal Note: Not requested.

Effective Date: The bill takes effect 90 days after adjournment of the session in which the
bill is passed.

Staff Summary of Public Testimony:
(In support) This bill is supported by the Washington Court Reporters Association.
(Opposed) None.

Persons Testifying: Representative Rodne, prime sponsor; and Roger Flygare, Washington
Court Reporters Association.

Persons Signed In To Testify But Not Testifying: None.
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